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TAXON AUTHOR, YEAR GEOGRAPHICAL RANGE TYPICAL UNIQUE TRAITS PAGE

Musa acuminata 
subsp. banksii Muell, 1864

Papua New Guinea. Australia: 
Queensland. Samoa

Pendent bunch, bend in rachis, large brown 
blotches on pseudostem

16

Musa acuminata 
subsp. burmannica Simmonds, 1957 Myanmar, India, China, Vietnam, Laos

Compact pendent bunch, bracts dark purple with 
yellow tips, imbricate

20

Musa acuminata var. 
chinensis

Häkkinen & Wang, 
2007

China: Yunnan Allied with subsp. burmannica, waxy petioles 23

Musa acuminata var. 
�5�D�Y�D

Nasution, 1991 Malaysia: Pulau Tijau - Pahang River Green-bract form of subsp. malaccensis 24

Musa acuminata 
subsp. halabanensis Hotta, 1989 Indonesia: West and Central Sumatra Brown pseudostems, large pendent bunches 25

Musa acuminata 
subsp. malaccensis Simmonds, 1957 Malaysia: Peninsular Bracts red, non-imbricate 26

Musa acuminata 
subsp. microcarpa Simmonds, 1957 Malaysia: Sarawak (Borneo)

Yellow tinged leaves, brown pseudostem, more 
rounded/“plump” male bud

27

Musa acuminata 
subsp. acuminata 
var. acuminata

Colla, 1820; Nasution, 
1991

Indonesia: Malukus  
& West Papua

Bunches pendent, male buds green-yellow 28

Musa acuminata var. 
sumatrana Nasution, 1991 Indonesia: Sumatra

Long skinny fruits that point upwards, large 
bunches

29

Musa acuminata var. 
tomentosa Nasution, 1991 Indonesia: Celebes - Minahasa Seeds not tuberculate 30

Musa acuminata var. 
zebrina Nasution, 1991 Indonesia: Java Leaves with red-brown blotches, fruits not hairy 31

Musa acuminata var. 
alasensis Nasution, 1991 Indonesia: Aceh - Ketambe - Kutacane Brown pseudostems, glabrous penduncle 32

Musa acuminata 
subsp. siamea Simmonds, 1957 Malaysia: Peninsular, Thailand Allied with subsp. burmannica, bud imbricate 33

Musa acuminata 
subsp. truncata Kiew, 2001 Malaysia: Peninsular

Allied with subsp. microcarpa and subsp. 
malaccensis, yellow-green inner bract color

34

Musa acuminata var. 
rutilifes Nasution, 1991 Indonesia: Java - Pasoreroean 35

Musa acuminata 
subsp. errans Valmayor, 2001 Philippines Bracts green, large bunches up to 26 hands 36

Musa acuminata var. 
bantamensis Nasution, 1991 Indonesia: Banten - Ranca Danu

Brown blotched pseudostem, bud slightly 
imbricate

-

Musa acuminata var. 
breviformis Nasution, 1991 Indonesia: Bogor Botanic Garden

Similar to zebrina but without extensive leaf 
pigmentation

-

Musa acuminata var. 
cerifera Nasution, 1991

Indonesia: Java - Madjenang - 
Banjuoemas

Male bud ovoid, fruits hairy, -

Musa acuminata var. 
longepetiolata Nasution, 1991 Indonesia: Palembang - Musi rawas Petiole as long as leaf blade -

Musa acuminata var. 
nakaii Nasution, 1991 Indonesia: Bogor - Cipayung Leaves with red-brown blotches, fruits hairy -

Musa acuminata
Summary of published taxa
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Musa acuminata subsp. banksii  
var. banksii

A, B, C, D: Gabriel Sachter-Smith.

A

C

B

D
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Musa acuminata subsp. banksii  
var. samoensis

A, B, C, D, E: Gabriel Sachter-Smith.

A

ED

C

B







22 | The Wild Bananas

Musa acuminata subsp. burmannica

A, C: Long Tavoy; B, D: Calcutta 4; Gabriel Sachter-Smith.

B

D

A

C
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Musa acuminata var. chinensis
From wild populations observed in Yunnan, China

A, B , C: Gabriel Sachter-Smith.

A

B

C
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Musa acuminata var. �ava

A, B, C: Ong Jyh Seng.

A

B C
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Musa acuminata subsp. halabanensis

A: Agus Sutantowwq/ITFRI-IAARD; B, C: Markku Häkkinen.

A

B C
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